
 

Cool Places 

The City of Marion has teamed up with the Cities of Charles Sturt, Port Adelaide Enfield, Campbelltown and the Ad-
elaide City Council to trial the i-Tree Eco software in building the business case for green infrastructure investment. 
The project has funding from the Local Government Association. 

The City of Mitcham, is currently developing a strategic plan for the urban tree forest. The plan assesses the success 
of current tree species and provides a guide for future tree planting programs. Mitcham also has an ongoing  com-
mitment to implementing  water sensitive urban design. The Environment Protection Authority has provided fund-
ing for Mitcham to develop ‘rain gardens’ that will divert urban runoff to water street trees and other plantings. 
These actions will improve amenity and stormwater management. 

The City of Holdfast Bay is continuing to offer cool refuges to it’s residents during our recent heat-waves. The pro-
gram is being considered by other Councils in the region as a way of increasing the resilience of vulnerable people 
including the elderly. 

Hello and welcome to 2016 

We thought it was about time we gave you an update on 
what we have achieved so far. Take a look at the news be-
low to hear about how we are creating a more resilient 
south.  

Heat mapping 

2015 has been recorded as SA’s seventh warmest year on 
record. Increasing temperatures and more frequent and in-
tense heat-waves are known to have significant effects on 
our physical and mental health and can lead to higher mor-
bidity rates.  

Resilient South has received state government funding to 
identify ’hot-spots’ in the southern suburbs. The Flinders 
University of South Australia has completed the initial urban 
heat island mapping and we are currently analysing the find-
ings (see image to the right). 

‘Green Infrastructure’ can help mitigate urban heat and is 
one of our priority adaptation actions from the Regional Ad-
aptation Plan.  
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https://www.itreetools.org/eco/international.php
http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/environmental_info/water_quality/programs/rain-garden-500
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/annual/sa/summary.shtml
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/botanicgardens/Learn/Green_Infrastructure


 

Elected Member Briefings 

The LGA and the State Government have partnered with the City of Onkaparinga in developing a series of climate 
change briefings for Elected Members. The briefings are expected to be rolled-out early this year and will  focus on 
risk management for council functions and services. 

Beyond the south  

 It was good to see the 2015 Paris Climate Change agreement refer to keeping global warming to of 1.5oC 
- although current greenhouse gas emission reduction targets are unlikely to get us there.  

 The state government has released its new climate change strategy, and a low carbon investment plan. 
It also announced it has committed to RegionsAdapt—an international pact to build capacity of sub-
national governments to adapt to climate change. 

 The federal government has released its National Climate Resilience and Adaptation Strategy.   

 A CSIRO survey has found that attitudes to climate change remain mostly unchanged over the past four 
years, although many Australians believe that they will be among the least affected.  

Recognition 

In November 2015 Resilient South, and its consultants including URPS and Seed Consulting, received a Com-
mendation  at the Planning Institute of Australia (PIA) (SA Branch) Awards. The PIA said that "it (the Adaptation 
Plan) is the most comprehensive and well executed of its kind in South Australia." The PIA went on to com-
mend the program's engagement processes and to say that "the project stands out for its understanding that 
the values, decisions and behaviours of individuals is critical to achieving meaningful climate change action." 

Contact  

Natalie Stalenberg, Resilient South Program Coordinator, 8384 0532 resilientsouth@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au 
www.resilientsouth.com 

Happy New Year from the Resilient South Program 
Management Committee:(LtoR): Shani Wood (City of 
Holdfast Bay), Natalie Stalenberg (Resilient South Pro-
gram Coordinator), David Deer (City of Mitcham), Ann 
Gibbons (City of Marion), Tanya Roe (City of Holdfast 
Bay), and Maggie Hine (City of Onkaparinga).  

Share your stories 

We are interested in hearing about your own adaptation stories. Drop Natalie an email about how your or-
ganisation or community is responding to the changes in our climate—or if you would like more information 
about how you can adapt visit our website or give Natalie a call.  

Local action 

The Resilient South partner Councils have prepared a Southern Region Local Government Implementation Plan 
and local action plans for each council. The four year plans are in response to the consultation we completed 
early in 2015 to prioritise the adaptation actions in the Regional Climate Change Adaptation Plan. The City of 
Onkaparinga has endorsed the plans, and the other three Councils will consider them early in 2016.  

http://unfccc.int/meetings/paris_nov_2015/meeting/8926.php
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/Science/Science_research/climate-change/climate-change-initiatives-in-south-australia/sa-climate-change-strategy
http://www.renewablessa.sa.gov.au/news/low-carbon-investment-plan-for-south-australia
http://www.nrg4sd.org/climate-change/regionsadapt/
https://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/adaptation/publications/national-climate-resilience-and-adaptation-strategy
http://www.csiro.au/en/Research/LWF/Areas/Social-economic/Climate-change/Climate-attitudes-survey
http://www.resilientsouth.com

