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Background  

Resilient South is in the process of developing a program of work (2015-16 to 2018-
19) to implement the first phase of the Regional Adaptation Plan.   

To aid the development of this work program, three independently facilitated 
workshops were held during March 2015 with Resilient South Program Champions.   

Objectives of the workshops  

The objectives of these workshops included: 

 Providing a recap on the Resilient South program  

 Testing prioritisation criteria proposed to prioritise the preferred adaptation 
options 

 Identifying actions to progress the prioritised options 

 Gathering input regarding the ongoing role of Program Champions in relation 
to the Regional Adaptation Plan  

Testing the proposed criteria for prioritisation 

A series of criteria was developed by the Resilient South Program Management 
Committee (PMC) to assist with prioritising the preferred adaptation options 
identified by the Regional Adaptation Plan.  The proposed criteria was presented and 
tested with Program Champions at the workshops. This feedback has been 
summarised by the independent facilitator and is provided below. 
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The following table provides a response from the Resilient South Program Management Committee1 to the feedback it received from the Program Champions during the Action! Workshops held in March 2015. 

 

Feedback from Program Champions Response of the Resilient South Program Management Committee 

Proposed weighting for criteria  

1. Increase the weighting for the criteria relating to the relevancy of the preferred option to multiple pathways to 

30% 

2. Decrease weighting for Local Government’s role to 40% 

1. The weighting for the criteria relating to the relevancy of the preferred option to multiple pathways 
(Criteria 3) has been increased to 30% 

2. The weighting for Local Government’s role (Criteria 1) remains at 50% as the five year program of work 
is directly related to Councils.  

Issues with existing criteria 

3. Inclusion of criteria relating to timing does not appear useful, particularly if most of the preferred options start 

now  

4. Inclusion of criteria relating to relevancy of the preferred option to the region does not appear useful as 

analysis appears to show that all of the preferred options contribute in some way to the region   

3 & 4. The criteria that relate to timing (Criteria 2) and relevance to the region (Criteria 4) have remained. 

However, the weighting for both of these criteria has been set at 10% each.  
 

The PMC noted that although most of the adaptation options were identified as needing to start now, and 

were also relevant to the whole region (with the exception of viticulture); it was important to take these 
factors into consideration.  

Identification of additional criteria  

5. Other possible criteria that could be considered include  

o The availability of or likely ability to attract funding  

o ‘Bang for buck’ 

o Level of risk associated with not taking action  

o Actions which are proactive and may prevent an  issue occurring over long term  

o Quick wins/likelihood of success 

o Options that also provide mitigation outcomes  

 

5.  Where future funding opportunities arise to fund specific adaptation options, those adaptation options will 

be given a higher priority in the program of work to take advantage of those opportunities. 
 

The issue of ‘bang for buck’ has been considered via Criteria 3 and the relevance of the adaptation option 
to multiple pathways. 

 

The issue of risk was considered during the integrated vulnerability assessment stage of the development 
of the Regional Adaptation Plan. For further information read the Climate Change Risks Opportunities and 

Vulnerabilities Report that is available at www.resilientsouth.com   
 

Quick wins and likelihood of success will be considered in the program of work. Particularly where action 
is already being taken to partly implement an adaptation option. In these cases work will be scheduled to  

increase the level of activity to implement this option. 

 
Some adaptation options such as riparian rehabilitation may assist in mitigation. However, the definition 

Adaptation used in the development of the Regional Adaptation Plan was “Taking action to avoid, 
withstand or benefit from current and projected climate changes and impacts.” It is commonly accepted 

that past carbon emissions have and will continue to cause changes in our climate and that even if we 

stop emissions today, we will still need to adapt to a changing climate tomorrow and into the future. In 
addition, Councils are acting individually to mitigate their carbon emissions.  

 
 

Developing a program of work for 2015-16 to 2018-19 

6. See Attachment A to this report. 

6.  The PMC will further consider the feedback provided by the Program Champions and use it to inform the 

program of work which is currently being developed. The program of work will be presented to each of 
the four Councils for approval around July 2015. 

The ongoing role of Program Champions in relation to the Regional Adaptation Plan 

7. Program Champions were asked what they perceived to be their ongoing role in championing the Regional 

Adaptation Plan and how they could assist with progressing its implementation.   
 

Program Champions identified the following opportunities to assist with progressing the implementation of 

the Regional Adaptation Plan:  
 Staff to integrate climate change considerations into current roles at Council.  For example, integration 

of education and awareness raising about the impacts of climate change into existing education and 

awareness raising programs and community activities   

7.  The PMC noted that some of these actions are happening within Councils already. However, others that 
relate to Program Champions outside of local government could inform a Resilient South Communications 

and Engagement Strategy that is currently being developed. PMC agreed with these suggestions but 

noted that implementation will be subject to funding availability and Council approval of the program of 
work. 

                                           
1 The Resilient South Program Management Committee members are staff representatives from each of the four partner Councils.  

http://www.resilientsouth.com/
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 Help progress the ‘infiltration’ of adaptation options into current role and project work.  Specific 

examples include referencing the Regional Adaptation Plan in the Statement of Intent for a Residential 

Development Plan Amendment, integrating climate change adaptation into landscape guidelines, and 
communicating the need to be prepared for extreme events such as bushfires on home visits  

 Continue cross regional networks to facilitate learning, resource sharing etc to help progress 

implementation of the adaptation options 
 Advocate for increased social inclusion by improving accessibility to activities and events  

 Use personal knowledge and relationships specific to the local area to communicate to others about 

Resilient South and the Regional Adaptation Plan.  For example, help connect others who are not 

engaged in Resilient South with the Resilient South Program Coordinator and communicate to others 

why they need to be involved 
 Identify and use trusted voices in the community to communicate information  

 Identify and undertake speaking opportunities to educate and raise awareness regarding climate 

change impacts and the opportunities for adaptation across the Region, particularly after extreme 

events (e.g. heatwave, flooding, and bushfire).  Opportunities and focus of discussion will be 
dependent on target audience 

 Involve Program Champions in the review of the Draft Work Program developed for Resilient South 

that is developed from this workshop input  

Opportunities to support Program Champions in their role 

8. A number of Program Champions identified opportunities for the Resilient South program to support them 

in their role championing the Regional Adaptation Plan.  The following opportunities were identified: 

 
Provision of summary fact sheets or information package that sets out: 

 Key messages expressed in accessible and clear language about projected climate change impacts.  

Information to focus on what we can do to adapt. 

 List of references for more information as relevant to target audiences (eg schools, CALD communities etc) 

 Contact details for other Resilient South Program Champions  

 Increased education of Elected Members regarding the Resilient South program via briefings and 

emphasising the benefits of implementing the Regional Adaptation Plan.   

 Link adaptation actions to a dollar value and identity as a line item in Council budgets.  The example of the 

Waste Levy was given.  

 Build a community of interest with other Regions undertaking Regional Adaptation Plans  

 Promote success stories about adaptation occurring here and overseas  

 Facilitate two way communication between Resilient South and Program Champions regarding progress on 

implementation of the Regional Adaptation Plan, what is going well, barriers being experienced etc  

8.  The PMC agrees with the suggestions made to support Program champions and believes that they could 

inform the Resilient South Communications and Engagement Strategy this is currently being developed. 
However, implementation of this strategy will depend upon funding and Councils’ approval of the 

program of work. 

 



5 
 

Final Criteria 

The final criteria that have been applied to the Resilient South Regional Adaptation 
Plan’s preferred adaptation options are explained in the following table. Scores are 
applied to each of the criteria, with 3 the highest score and 1 being the lowest. 
 
Criteria  Weighting / 

Score 

1. What is Councils’ role for the adaptation option? 

  

50% 

 

Direct, regulatory, agent, owner/custodian  
Part  

Other 

3 
2 

1 

2. What is the timing for the adaptation option? 
  

10% 

Now (including preparatory work)  

10-15 years  
More than 15 years 

3 

2 
1 

3. Is the adaptation option relevant to more than one adaptation 

pathway / key decision area? 
  

30% 

6 plus pathways  

4-5 pathways  
1-3 pathways 

3 

2 
1 

4. Is the adaptation option relevant to the region? 
  

10% 

All 4 Councils  

2-3 Councils  
1 Council 

3 

2 
1 

 

  

Council role definitions 

Regulatory – Council required by legislation to provide a specific service, e.g. 

development policy and assessment 

Direct – Council responsible and providing full or majority resources for a service, e.g. 

recreation, sports, arts facilities 

Part – Council contributing minority/part resourcing to a service for which others have 

responsibility, eg events such as Tour Down Under 

Agent – Council providing a service on behalf of, and funded by, others that involves 
hosting or other in-kind use of council resources, e.g. Home and Community Care 

programs 

Owner Custodian – Council owning or managing infrastructure, facilities, reserves and 

natural areas.  

Advocate – Council making representations on behalf of the community and seeking 
support from others who are able to apply influence to an issue, or 

funding/investment/resources to a service, project or area. 

Initiator/facilitator – Council bringing together or connecting stakeholders to pursue 

an issue, opportunity or shared interest or service and determine appropriate action. 

Information provider/promoter – Council providing information on, or strategically 
promoting, community services, opportunities, events, people and places 
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Final Priority Adaptation Options 

The following table lists the priority adaptation options (highlighted in red) for 
implementation by the four partner Councils. The options that are not highlighted 
may still be implemented in the short-medium term if funding becomes available, or 
if other organisations take the lead in implementing these options. 

 

Next steps 

The Program Management Committee is now working with its partners including the 
Local Government Association of South Australia and the South Australian 
government to develop the program of work for the period 2015-16 to 2018-19.  

It is expected that the program of work will be presented to the partner Councils for 
approval in July 2015. 
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Final Resilient South Priority Adaptation Options 

Key decision area Preferred Option 

Coastal management Coordinated planning and monitoring 

 Inform and educate the community and encourage behaviour change 

 Review and amend Development Plan policy 

 Develop soft structural options 

 Construct hard structural options like storm tide barriers or sea walls 

Water resource 
management 

Ongoing research to inform adaptation and management 

 Educate communities 

 Calibrate water resource plans, policy and legislation 

 Review and amend Development Plan policy with a focus on water security 

 Improve flood management and riparian rehabilitation 

 Continued adoption of water sensitive urban design 

 Increased domestic and industrial capture of rainwater 

 Greater water recycling and waste water re-use 

 Increased managed aquifer storage 

Natural landscapes Monitoring and research to undertake situation appraisal and review (hills, plains 
and hills face, coastal) 

 Review and amend Development Plan policy (hills, plains and hills face, coastal) 

 Address current and emerging threats (hills, plains and hills face, coastal) 

 Maintain habitat values in non-conservation areas (hills, plains and hills face, 
coastal) 

 Protect and improve refugia (plains and hills face) 

 Move species and ecosystems and implement ecosystem engineering (coastal and 
estuarine) 

Marine biodiversity Research 

 Address marine biodiversity in water management plans 

 Develop marine pest plant and animal management plan 

 Reduce non-climate change threats to marine biodiversity 

Vulnerable members of 
the community 

Support for service systems (to assist the young, elderly/frail aged and those 
reliant on assistance for core activities) 

 Develop emergency management plans 

 Education, awareness raising, cultural change and building social connectivity 

 Provide essential services subsidies 

 Continue to develop technology for emergency situations 

 Establish emergency response centres and provide assisted transport 

 Develop and maintain vegetated public realm 

 Construct climate sensitive developments 

Emergency services Improve community connectivity, communication, education, awareness and 
preparation 

 Review and amend Development Plan policy 

 Increase the number of trained volunteers 

 Continue to improve stormwater management 

Open space and public 
realm 

Encourage change in the way we use and manage public realm and open space 

 Install new climate sensitive outdoor infrastructure (cycling, walking, outdoor 
recreation, tree shades, shading of playgrounds) 
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Essential services Strategically manage power outages on high fire risk days 

 Manage native vegetation near power lines 

 Conduct streetscape planning that considers impacts on essential services 
infrastructure 

 Protect key assets from bushfire (e.g. feeders) 

 Increase distributed energy 

 Increase electricity feeder automation 

 Undergrounding of power cables 

 Upgrade cooling systems for telecommunication exchanges 

 Install backup power supplies 

Manufacturing and 
business 

Review and amend Development plan policy 

 Educate and build capacity of the manufacturing and business sector 

 Improve the continuity of supply of essential services, especially electricity 

Viticulture Plant cover crops between rows to prevent erosion 

 Improve vine canopy management 

 Develop bushfire management plans 

 Undertake smoke taint testing / mini fermentation 

 Adopt irrigation efficiency measures 

 Plant varieties more resilient to higher temperatures and less rainfall 

 Develop alternative irrigation sources 
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Attachment A: Project Champion feedback on priority adaptation options  
 

 Priority adaptation option  What is already happening in this space that we could 
leverage off, accelerate or link with to progress this 
priority option?  

What other actions could we undertake to progress this 
priority option?  

1 WRM4 Review and amend Development Plan policy with a focus 
on water security 

Develop a scope for a regional Development Plan review and amendment 
to address climate change considerations relating to water security in the 
Southern Region. 

 

 

 

Review of the Planning Policy Library  

Development Plan Amendment (DPA) process 

Planning Reforms 

Planning guidelines and adaptation tools prepared by LGA and 
DEWNR  

Onkaparinga Strategic Direction Repot which includes climate 
change considerations and recommends a climate change DPA  

 

Lobby/advocate for a Regional Ministerial DPA regarding climate 
change aspects  

Contribute to the review of the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide 

Update building code  

Partner with LGA and DEWNR regarding policy review and 
guidelines projects  

PIA education and training  

Advocate for the review of the Planning Policy Library  

2 WRM6 Continued adoption of water sensitive urban design 

Accelerate implementation of Water Sensitive Urban Design. 

 

 

 

 

Capacity building program by NRM Board 

Coastal Catchments and Sturt Catchment have water quality 
aspects in Stormwater Management Plans 

EPA fund program for rain gardens 

Attempts to integrate WSUD into road design  

Goyder Institute work regarding options for capturing water in SA 

WSUD Capacity Building Project  

 

Councils to commence/continue to fund WSUD projects 

Mandate water quality requirements for developments  

Monitor and regulate water harvesting from rain water tanks 

Educate people regarding appropriate management of rainwater 
tanks to maximise contribution to stormwater management 

Provide incentives/funding regarding rainwater tanks 

Construct WSUD demonstration sites  

Use recycled water as potable water source  

Advocate for the review of the Planning Policy Library 

3 NL2 Review and amend Development Plan policy (hills, plains and 
hills-face, coastal) 

Develop a scope for a regional Development Plan review and amendment 
to address climate change considerations relating to natural landscapes in 
the Southern region.  

 

 

 

Existing policy is in place to acquire land adjacent watercourses  

AMLR NRM Board Regional Plan and Sub-regional plans  

Contribute to the review of the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide  

Lobby/advocate for a Regional Ministerial DPA regarding climate 
change aspects  

Update building code  

Partner with LGA and DEWNR regarding policy review and 
guidelines projects  

PIA education and training 

Develop a regional perspective for protection of natural landscapes 

Need for higher prioritisation/ value placed on natural landscapes 

Identify the cost to community if lose natural landscapes (eg loss 
of biodiversity, ecosystems services etc) 

Mandatory requirement for Councils to develop asset management 
plans for vegetation 

Identify opportunities in open space planning for “constructing” 
natural landscapes as opposed to traditional reserves eg green 
grass  

Advocate for the review of the Planning Policy Library 
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 Priority adaptation option  What is already happening in this space that we could 
leverage off, accelerate or link with to progress this 
priority option?  

What other actions could we undertake to progress this 
priority option?  

4 CM3 Review and amend Development Plan policy 

Develop a scope for a regional Development Plan review and amendment 
to address climate change considerations relating to coastal areas in the 
Southern Region. Areas of focus to include: 

 Revising existing policy based on an assessment of hazards and 
promoting development in appropriate locations and conversely 
restricting/preventing development occurring in high risk areas; 
and 

 Policy that responds to anticipated climate impacts (e.g. sea level 
rise, storm surge/coastal inundation) 

 

Sea Level Rise Problem Definition Paper 

NCCARF Adaptation to sea level rise tool under development  

Lobby/advocate for a Regional Ministerial DPA regarding climate 
change aspects  

Contribute to the review of the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide 

Update building code  

Partner with LGA and DEWNR regarding policy review and 
guidelines projects  

PIA education and training 

Support/implement recommendations of the Seal Level Rise 
Problem Definition Paper  

Register the ‘risk’ on property titles  

Advocate for the review of the Planning Policy Library 

5 WRM2 Educate communities 

Implement education initiatives which focus on reducing potable water 
use. Utilise a range of methods/techniques for 
educating/communicating/raising awareness including social media, 
engagement with special interest groups and State-wide advertising 
campaigns. 

 

 

 

 

Use of existing groups to educate people about variety of issues eg 
Marion Community Garden people come together over gardening 
but are provided information about variety of issues  

Use of current Council advertising and media avenues to promote 
water tolerant gardens  

Community education activities including as part of Sustainable 
Onkaparinga, Willunga Environment Centre, MVWGT Association 

Community Connect group 

Activities undertaken y AMLR NRM and NRM education 

DECD school education programs and grants 

Activities by SA Water  

Focus on ‘how to save water’ and the benefits of this eg 
householders save money, environmental benefits 

Provide information on water tolerant garden designs, species 
selection, drought tolerant plants etc 

Provide information regarding the above at nurseries/hardware 
stores so people have access to this information at time of decision 
making   

Provide information in different languages and sue different 
methods eg social media, printed etc  

Incorporate more targeted sustainability subjects in school 
curriculum 

Lobby for reintroduction of rebates by SA Water for take up of 
water wise initiatives  

6 WRM5 Improve flood management and riparian rehabilitation 

Implement Stormwater Management Plans.  

 

Enhance existing riparian rehabilitation activities across the region. 

 

Undertake riparian rehabilitation for high priority areas. These priority 
riparian areas include those located on public land (particularly in the hills) 
and have biodiversity and water quality benefits. 

 

Stormwater Management Plans (SMPs) 

Plans and strategies for riparian rehabilitation, but no actions or 
projects to undertake due to lack of financial commitment  

Comment on Sturt River (State Government response)  

Early warning systems 

Sandbagging 

Urban Creek Recovery Project  

AMLR NRM Board grants to private landholders to assist with 
reparian rehabilitation  

Need for financial commitment form Councils and NRM to 
implement actions and undertake activities  

Local government lobby State Government for further funding to 
implement stormwater management plans that consider WSUD 

Increase property owner capacity and understanding regarding 
need to rehabilitate creeks 

Link insurance to riparian management activities  

Communication regarding risk 

Consider changes to Building Code and planning policies eg 
finished floor levels  
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 Priority adaptation option  What is already happening in this space that we could 
leverage off, accelerate or link with to progress this 
priority option?  

What other actions could we undertake to progress this 
priority option?  

7 MBIO4 Reduce non-climate change threats to marine biodiversity 

Reduce stormwater and wastewater discharges to the Gulf. 

 

Manage the potential spread of pest plant and animal species. 

 

Requirement for SMPs to consider coastal environment  

Adelaide Water Coastal Strategy  

SA Water is developing water improvement plan to reduce 
nutrients to oceans to meet EPA requirements (funded by SA Water 
rates) 

Water and capture reuse schemes 

Treatment of septic from Onkaparinga CWMS  

Outfalls along the coast are being upgraded  

Use of recycled water for irrigation  

Gross Pollutant traps 

Waterproofing the South  

Increase the focus on stormwater reuse and wastewater reuse 
(CWMS) to reduce flows to the ocean 

Promote development to install rainwater storage for reuse or 
retrofit existing  

8 VMC7 Develop and maintain vegetated public realm 

Prioritise the vegetation of public realm as a way to reduce the impacts of 
the urban heat island effect, and contribute to the health and wellbeing of 
communities. 

 

Develop guidelines for the planting and maintenance of species that are 
low water use and require minimal maintenance. 

 

Identify priority locations for vegetating of the public realm (e.g. low 
income areas, areas currently low vegetation, areas of high vulnerability 
due to heat). 

 

 

Already seeing loss of vegetation and trees in hills face due to 
higher density housing  

Harvesting of stormwater and directing to reserves, infiltration 
trenches, soakage trenches, wetland reuse ASR scheme 

Irrigation Management Plans and Policy 

Tree Management Framework and Policy and development of these 

Work with neighbouring Council regarding WSUD  

Southern Expressway duplication includes revegetation, a lot of 
which includes native/local species 

Improvement of the quality of reserves in Marion area eg planting 
of trees in bare reserves  

Street tree programs 

Existing activities by DEWNR, community groups, Trees for Life, 
Friends of Parks etc  

Increased emphasis on community gardens and food growing  

Street Tree Audit 

Tree Canopy Cover-2020 Vision 

Research into Urban Heat Island Effect 

Links with WSUD initiatives  

More wetlands 

Increased streetscape trees 

Planting of shade trees in public spaces  

Incorporate indigenous vegetation into planting to provide 
biodiversity benefits and linkages with existing native vegetation  

Work towards 50% foliage cover to reduce urban heat island effect 

Stormwater harvesting in streets 

Encourage residents to vegetate verges 

Treat trees as an asset and prepare own management plans 

Audit open space and public realm to identify those areas with 
highest vulnerability to heatwaves and increase vegetation to 
reduce urban heat island effect 

Leverage off nature play movement and increase number of these 
areas, including development of policy that supports 
implementation of nature play spaces   

Utilise permeable paving in streetscapes to keep moisture/water in 
situ 

Utilise data within Councils to assist in prioritisation process for 
vegetation of the public realm 

Work with landholders ie DPTI, Housing SA, Renewal SA, 
Universities etc in planting vegetation  

Increase the number of locally produced food sources, mini 
orchards and edible verges 

Plant more highly carbon absorbent trees 

Continued emphasis on food co-ops and sharing 

Continue to build relationships with groups such as Oz Harvest  
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 Priority adaptation option  What is already happening in this space that we could 
leverage off, accelerate or link with to progress this 
priority option?  

What other actions could we undertake to progress this 
priority option?  

9 EMS2 Review and amend Development Plan policy 

Develop a scope for a regional Development Plan review and amendment 
to address climate change considerations across the Resilient South 
Councils’ areas relating to emergency management: 

Areas of focus to include: 

 Revising existing policy based on an assessment of hazards and 
promoting development in appropriate locations and conversely 
restricting/preventing development occurring in high risk areas; 
and 

 Policy that responds to anticipated climate impacts (e.g. bushfire, 
flooding).  

 

City of Mitcham currently reviewing policies on infill development in 
high risk bushfire areas.  Should this also be expanded to medium 
bushfire risk areas? 

SA has just endorsed the SA LUPBC Action Plan which is awaiting 
DPTI to progress on behalf of State Emergency Management 
Committee  

 

Contribute to the review of the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide 

Ensure Councils have access to all hazard mapping so it can 
influence land use planning and building approval  

Lobby/advocate for a Regional Ministerial DPA regarding climate 
change aspects  

Update building code  

Partner with LGA and DEWNR regarding policy review and 
guidelines projects  

PIA education and training 

10 EMS4 Continue to improve stormwater management 

Implement Stormwater management plans. 

 

Undertake further investigations now to determine the most appropriate 
location and design requirement for stormwater management 
infrastructure to cope with a projected increase in flood risk.  

Stormwater Management Plans (SMPs) completed or underway  Continue funding implementation of SMPs 

Need for increased funding of SMPs  

11 OSPR1 Encourage change in the way we use and manage public 
realm and open space 

Raise awareness regarding: 

 Managing the impacts of climate change on personal health and 
wellbeing (e.g. change time of day spaces are used to reduce 
dehydration from extreme heat); and 

 The impacts of climate change on infrastructure and experiences 
provided by open space and public realm. 

 

Prepare a regional framework to guide the management of open space 
across the region. This framework would assist the Councils to focus 
efforts on the provision of high quality open space areas as this ability to 
deliver current standards of open space diminishes across the region due 
to reduced water availability, resources etc.  

 

Naomi Street Reserve stormwater harvesting 

Oakland’s Wetland ASR scheme 

Using and reviewing open space classification systems to manage 
open space and public realm  

Already looking at lifetime of outdoor equipment 

Education and appreciation of nature through nature play 

Use of WSUD to improve infrastructure lifespan  

Review existing use of open space and explore alternative options 
for recreation use ie Pine Forest and mountain bike use 

Educate the community on the financial value of open space to 
increase awareness and understanding of public value 

Develop a framework that c the quality of an open space area and 
how it is to be used eg consider changing some reserves to native 
grasslands and others grassed for for ball games etc 

Work with community to increase value of open space particularly 
with higher density development and loss of private open space 

Management Plans for appropriate service level for sports 
fields/ovals 

Explore further capturing and reuse of water for open space 

Increase Oakland’s ASR distribution network (has 170 ML capacity, 
currently use 30ML) 

Explore tree planting for open space shade particularly in areas of 
high use eg playgrounds as opposed to artificial structures 

Capitalise on the emergence of Nature Play  

Investigate the development for more wetlands 

Incorporate need for shading over infrastructure into Council 
standards 
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 Priority adaptation option  What is already happening in this space that we could 
leverage off, accelerate or link with to progress this 
priority option?  

What other actions could we undertake to progress this 
priority option?  

12 OSPR2 Install new climate sensitive outdoor infrastructure 
(cycling, walking, outdoor recreation, tree shades, shading of 
playgrounds) 

Develop guidelines for the design and construction of climate sensitive 
outdoor infrastructure. Climate sensitive outdoor infrastructure is 
infrastructure designed and constructed to take into account anticipated 
climate impacts, and could involve: 

 Utilising materials that are more resilient to extreme weather such 
as extreme heat, wind and rainfall; 

 Designing and constructing footpaths and trails that can cope with 
extreme rainfall, flooding from storm surge events and heat; and 

 Providing shade via vegetation or build structures for play-spaces 
and playgrounds and adjacent to walking and cycling paths. 

 

Incorporate the development and maintenance of climate sensitive 
outdoor infrastructure into relevant Council plans and policies such as 
Asset Management Plans, Playground Strategies, Open Space and Public 
Realm Strategies, Procurement Policies etc. 

 

Identify priorities for implementing climate sensitive infrastructure across 
the region (e.g. playgrounds for installation of shade).  

Provision of shade through tree planting in reserves  

Existing sustainability standards on mountain bike and walking 
trails  

Mitcham and Onkaparinga have guidelines  

Understand levels of service and provision and future need of 
outdoor infrastructure 

Utilise best practice design standards for outdoor infrastructure and 
design fit for purpose ie walking trails versus shared use path, 
stormwater flow/fire management 

Best practice should become policy 

 Develop an outdoor infrastructure style guide/palette that 
incorporates climate sensitive outdoor infrastructure 

Provide appropriate shade species in public spaces, including 
playgrounds 

Work towards addressing streetscapes as a whole asset ie 
footpaths, streetscape, tree planting occurring in one program 
resulting in decreased maintenance costs  

Include more specific requirements in Development Plans eg 
requirements for developers regarding 12% open space should 
include biodiversity/natural landscape value and climate sensitive 
development  

 

13 ES3 Conduct streetscape planning that considers impacts on 
essential services infrastructure 

Design and construct streetscapes which take into account essential 
services (e.g. species selection for planting under/near power lines).  

 

  

14 CM1 Coordinated planning and monitoring 

Develop a monitoring strategy to inform decision making regarding the 
timing for construction of hard structural barriers.  

 

 

Visual checks/assessments 

Foreshore Master Planning 

Coastal Risk Assessment 

Geotech Assessment  

Undertake detailed monitoring of the metropolitan coast to include 
DTM of cliffs and current protection structures  

Increase coastal process modelling to include sea level rise 

 

15 CM2 Inform and educate the community and encourage 
behaviour change 

Implement education initiatives which focus on raising awareness and 
understanding of periodic hazards such as flooding from storm surge and 
how to prepare for and recover from extreme events. 

 

 

 

 

Lots of activities regarding being water wise, but nothing for 
stormwater management related to flooding  

Awareness raising through NRM school education (which then 
feeds back into the home) 

Use of existing tools eg community news, phone surveys 

Sustainable Onkaparinga displays and presentations, workshops 
and events  

Existing community groups like surf lifesaving clubs and Friends of 
Groups  

 

Ensure all risks are quantified against revised climate projections 

Ensure all Councils have SMPs 

Provide information to public regarding flood related risks and how 
to prepare for and recover from  

Define a process for rolling out consistent information provision 
regarding the above-LGA have a consistent approach  

Link in with trusted people /groups 

Joint effort by Councils/NRM on managing creeks (combine 
education and compliance) 

Work with media to focus on good news stories/education 
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 Priority adaptation option  What is already happening in this space that we could 
leverage off, accelerate or link with to progress this 
priority option?  

What other actions could we undertake to progress this 
priority option?  

16 CM4 Develop soft structural options 

Enhance existing dune care programs through the provision of additional 
resources (financial, support for volunteers or community groups).  

 

Coastal dune rehabilitation programs 

Various programs managed by volunteers with support from 
Council 

New fencing projects/upgrades to formalise access over dunes 

Community grants programs by Councils  

Provide additional support and resources to volunteer groups  

17 MBIO2 Address marine biodiversity in water management plans 

Consider marine biodiversity in the preparation of Water Quality 
Improvement Plans and Stormwater Management Plans.  

 

Adelaide Coastal studies 

EPA and Costa Protection Board activities  

Increase the profile of marine biodiversity in SMPs 

Allocate money to implementation for SMPs 

Define responsibilities for taking action identified by SMPs 
regarding marine biodiversity  

18 VMC1 Support for service systems (to assist the young, 
elderly/frail aged and those reliant on assistance for core 
activities) 

Undertake a review of how future climate hazards will impact non-
government organisation (NGO) service delivery in the social services 
sector.  

 

 

Legislated that residential home care providers prepare Bushfire 
Plans and individual Emergency Management Plans 

Limitation of home care services on catastrophic bushfire days 

All NGO’s that receive Commonwealth Grants need to have an 
Emergency Management Plan 

Blackwood Belair and Districts Committee are exploring 
demographics and grant opportunities to identify/establish set 
refuges in the area for catastrophic days eg Council community 
centres 

Existing services provided by Councils, ACH and Disability SA and 
range of other NGOs  

Neighbourhood Centres 

Council building infrastructure  

HACC  

Limit housing in the hills face zone 

Provide a grant to assist Blackwood Belair and Districts Committee 
are exploring demographics and grant opportunities to 
identify/establish set refuges in the area for catastrophic days 

Hold a workshop/s and bring together service providers into the 
Resilient South project.  Key objectives are to expose to relevant 
information, help organisations understand what it might mean for 
them and help identify actions/system to put in place  

Local government could be a complimentary service provider eg 
community buildings 

Council to provide support through communication of availability of 
support services to rate payers  

Identify regional ‘safehavens’ across the region that will be 
accessible during extreme events (eg Blackwood library closes on 
catastrophic fire days)  

Increase the capacity of community members to check on each 
other/support neighbours during extreme events  

19 VMC3 Education, awareness raising, cultural change and building 
social connectivity 

Implement education initiatives which focus on: 

 Raising awareness and understanding of periodic hazards such as 
bushfire, flooding and heatwaves and how to prepare for and 
recover from extreme events; and 

 Promoting individual health and well-being.  

 

Undertake / support initiatives which contribute to building social 
connectivity including: 

 Developing a culture of civic leadership and community action; 

 Increasing and broadening general participation in social activities 
and civic processes; and 

 Encouraging partnerships and collaboration to enhance formal and 
informal support networks.  

 

Bushfire ready forums  

Fire safety plans 

Community news regarding bushfire readiness and heat 

Media advertisements 

CFS undertake letterbox drops prior to bushfire season 

Council orders for fuel load clean up 

Council employees as bushfire prevention officers 

Council forums on health and well being 

Brownhill Creek flood mitigation 

Council HACC have list of vulnerable people that can be telephoned 
during extreme events 

Redi Cross 

Mobile phone apps such as SMS alerts, My Local Service, Fire 
Safety  

Leadership Onkaparinga- tailored climate change section of the 

‘In your street’ programs to encourage informal supports 

Harvesting and reuse of rainwater  

Build inclusive neighbourhoods (aspects would include community 
activities in parks to bring people togethers) 

Incorporate education and awareness regarding climate change 
through all community development programs. Frame 
conversations around extreme events eg heatwaves and what to 
do   

Develop a system/procedure to mobilise volunteer transport service 
to respond during extreme events (eg to provide assisted transport 
to emergency response centres) 

Agencies to work together and gain permission from clients to be 
part of a regional database that identifies people who may need 
assistance during extreme events   

Continue community capacity building through ‘localised events’.  
Ensure events are accessible for all  
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 Priority adaptation option  What is already happening in this space that we could 
leverage off, accelerate or link with to progress this 
priority option?  

What other actions could we undertake to progress this 
priority option?  

 course 

Disability awareness program-information regarding 
bushfire/heatwave preparedness disseminated via home visits/care  

State member of parliament has a list and has staff contact people 
during heatwave/bushfire  

20 MB1 Review and amend Development plan policy 

Develop a scope for a regional Development Plan review and amendment 
to address climate change considerations across the Resilient South 
Councils’ areas. Specific areas for focus include: 

 Revising existing policy based on an assessment of hazards and 
promoting development in appropriate locations and conversely 
restricting/preventing development occurring in high risk areas 
(e.g. bushfire, flooding, coastal inundation); and 

 Reviewing policy to allow more flexible operating hours for 
manufacturing and business activities. 

 Contribute to the review of the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide 

Ensure Councils have access to all hazard mapping so it can 
influence land use planning and building approval 

21 MB2 Educate and build capacity of the manufacturing and 
business sector 

Implement education and capacity building initiatives which focus on the 
manufacturing and business sector including: 

 Information systems;  

 Websites; 

 Energy efficiency and backup; 

 Water use and efficiency; and 

 Emergency management planning. 

 

Utilise a range of methods/techniques for 
educating/communicating/raising awareness including social media, 
engagement with special interest groups and State-wide advertising 
campaigns. 

Partnering with Business Sa and Department of State Development 

Provision of planning and development information and 
documentation 

Viticulture industry already have programs in pace eg MVWGT 
Association 

Economic development team at Onkaparinga has good links with 
local businesses and business associations 

Partnerships with state government agencies   

Work with new Green Industries SA 

Amend Development plan policy regarding energy efficiency, water 
use 

Develop site assessment tool (eg checklist) whereby Council 
identifies potential improvements and business then use this to 
make improvements themselves 

Use a one on one approach with individual businesses  

Utilise existing links economic development team at Onkaparinga 
has with local businesses and business associations to raise 
awareness/educate sector regarding climate change impacts 

Initiate discussion between businesses and existing agencies eg 
Energy SA, SA Water etc 

Identify/develop education opportunities at TAFE/university that 
reflect education needs of the Regional Adaptation Plan  

 
 


