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Strengthening the Southern Region 
for changes in our climate

An initiative of the cities of Holdfast Bay, Marion, 
Mitcham and Onkaparinga, Resilient South is 
about what we can do in the Southern Region 
to make sure our businesses, communities, 
and environments can tackle the challenges of 
climate change.

Resilient South, with the help of over 60 Project Champions, 
has just completed an important Integrated Vulnerability 
Assessment that will assist us in entering the final and most 
exciting stage of the project.

The assessment has identified the region’s risks, 
vulnerabilities and opportunities in relation to a changing 
climate. It assessed 73 indicators for the economy and 
infrastructure, environment and natural resources, and social 
and community, against impacts including more frequent 
bushfires, heatwaves and coastal inundation.

The Project Champions attended three workshops in February 
and provided extremely valuable local knowledge and 
specialist expertise. This gives us confidence that the findings 
of the assessment are relevant and provide a sound basis for 
producing the regional climate change adaptation plan.

The report ‘Climate Change Risks, Opportunities and 
Vulnerabilities in the Southern Region’ is now available on 
our website www.resilientsouth.com. Those areas where the 
Southern region is more vulnerable are listed in a table on  
the following page. 

Areas resilient to climate change are:
• demand for emergency evacuation centres and facilities
• gross regional product from retail trade, education and 

training
• costs of waste management
• drinking water delivery
• McLaren Vale groundwater quality and quantity.

Next steps
We are now working to identify what actions we could 
and should be taking to adapt to the projected changes in 
our climate. We are once again drawing on the knowledge 
and expertise of our Project Champions through a series of 
workshops.

We can all play a role in adapting to changes 
in our climate. Through planning and acting 
together we can strengthen the Southern Region.



Natalie Stalenberg 
Resilient South
Project Coordinator
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Telephone: (08) 8384 0532 
natsta@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au  
www.resilientsouth.com

For more information contact

If you would like to join us we would love to hear 
from you – now is the time to get involved!
Alternatively, visit www.resilientsouth.com to download activities that you 
can undertake with colleagues from your organisation and networks to 
identify what a changing climate might mean for you.City of Mitcham

City of Holdfast Bay

City of Marion

City of Onkaparinga

Economy and  
infrastructure

• Gross Regional Product from 
manufacturing*

• Gross Regional Product from 
local viticulture 

• Percentage of downtime 
for telecommunications 
infrastructure

• Condition of jetties and  
boat ramps

• Quantity of stormwater 
generated

• Quality of cycling and walking 
infrastructure (e.g. footpaths)

• Increased urban density impact 
on individual wellbeing*

Environment and  
natural resources

• Proportion of terrestrial fauna 
species that are threatened 
(regional, state)

• Impact of pest plant and 
animal threats to the terrestrial 
environment

• Surface water quantity and 
quality of both Hills and Plains

• Area of native vegetation cover 
outside of DEWNR reserves

• Impact of pest plant and 
animal threats to the marine 
environment

• Proportion of terrestrial flora 
species that are threatened 
(regional, state)

• Cliff erosion
• Condition and extent of native 

vegetation by vegetation type 
(e.g. Fernland/herbland)

• Beach erosion
• Dune erosion
• Condition and extent of native 

vegetation by vegetation type 
(e.g. samphire shrubland)

Social and 
community

• Demand for emergency services
• Impact on people 

geographically isolated from 
transport services

• Impact on people aged over  
65 years and at risk

• Self-assessed health
• Impact on people who require 

assistance for core activities
• School attendance
• Demand for social support 

services
• Impact on children <12 years  

of age
• Number of outdoor civic events 

held by Councils
• Condition of the public realm 

(street scapes, street trees, 
paving, drinking fountains, 
public art)*

• Quality of open space 
(predominately green space)*

*Denotes those area of focus identified as a result of further analysis

Areas of vulnerability in our region


