
An initiative of the cities of Holdfast Bay, 
Marion, Mitcham and Onkaparinga, the 
Resilient South project is about what we 
can do in the Southern Region to make 
sure our businesses, communities, and 
environments can tackle the challenges of 
climate change.

What might our future 
climate be like?

We expect changes to our climate to 
include:
• more frequent and extreme weather 

events including heat waves, storms, and 
bushfires

• a continued decline in rainfall 
• higher temperatures 
• rising sea levels along our coasts. 

Changes in our climate, such as higher 
temperatures, declining rainfall, and rising 
sea levels require active management of 
risks. The Resilient South project will also 
identify any opportunities presented by 
these changes, so that the region continues 
to thrive and prosper.

How could you be affected?

The first step in planning for a changing 
climate is understanding what it might 
mean for you–your industry, your sector, 
your organisation, your business, your client 
group, your environment, your community. 
Think about what your organisation does 
on a daily basis:

School or childcare centre with  
outdoor play areas?
Have you thought about what it might 
mean for children’s time outdoors if we 
experience heatwaves of longer durations? 

Manufacturer with water, power and 
transport costs?
Have you thought about opportunities to 
change your operations to reduce these 
costs?

An organisation with responsibility for 
buildings or infrastructure near the coast?
Have you thought about what impact more 
frequent storm surges will have on their 
ongoing use and maintenance?

Government department delivering 
community services?
Have you thought about how more intense 
and extreme weather events such as 
heatwaves and storms might impact on 
your client group as well as your staff who 
deliver these services? 

Sports club with facilities to manage and 
maintain?
Have you thought about how changes in 
climate might impact on the scheduling of 
events and training?
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As part of an organisation operating within the local 
government areas of Holdfast Bay, Marion, Mitcham or 
Onkaparinga, you can play an important role in strengthening 
the Southern Region by planning for changes in our climate.

Resilient South
Strengthening the Southern Region 
for changes in our climate



How can we prepare?

Once you start to identify the risks and 
opportunities, you can start to develop 
strategies about ways to address them. 
This is what climate change adaptation 
planning is all about.

Through involvement in Resilient South, 
you will gain tools and knowledge to 
support your organisation to make smart, 
climate-ready decisions, while the project 

will benefit from understanding your 
organisation’s values, challenges, and 
opportunities to help us develop a Climate 
Change Adaptation Plan for the region as 
a whole.

There’s strength in numbers, so we invite 
you to come together with others in the 
region to start this process of planning for 
climate change together, and make sure 
the Southern Region remains strong and 
competitive in a changing climate.

Who is involved in Resilient South?
The Resilient South project is an initiative 
of the cities of Holdfast Bay, Marion, 
Mitcham and Onkaparinga, supported 
by the South Australian and Australian 
Governments.

Representatives of government, business 
and community organisations in the 
Southern Region have been invited to 
attend a workshop with others in their 
sector to start the conversation around 
strengthening the Southern Region for 
changes in our climate.

Zafi Bachar
Resilient South
Project Coordinator
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‘Through involvement 
in Resilient South you 
will gain tools and 
knowledge to support 
your organisation to 
make smart, climate-
ready decisions’

Telephone: (08) 8384 0532 
zafbac@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au   
www.resilientsouth.com

For more information contact

City of Mitcham

City of Holdfast Bay

City of Marion

City of Onkaparinga


