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What is Resilient South?

Resilient South is about strengthening southern Adelaide so that our 

businesses, communities, and environments can tackle the challenges of 

climate change and make the most of opportunities. 

We have worked together for many years to get on the front foot with 

climate change. 

Join us in getting Climate Ready!

www.resilientsouth.com
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Climate Change Impacts 
in Southern Adelaide
The impacts of a changing climate are already being felt across southern 

Adelaide. 

More frequent, long-running and 

intense heat-waves

More extreme fire danger days

Less rain but more intense storms 

and flooding

Changes to the growing season

Sea level rise, more coastal erosion 

and storm surges 

Our Climate Change Survey 
In late 2017, we developed a public survey to understand community 

attitudes, knowledge and behaviours relating to climate change so that 

we can deliver services aligned with community needs. 

Survey questions were adapted from the CSIRO Attitudes to Climate 

Change Survey conducted annually for five years between 2010 and 

2014. This allows us to benchmark results against national averages and 

to track changes within southern Adelaide over time.
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What people told us…
We asked our community for their thoughts on climate change. 

Over 630 people responded! 

Here’s what they said…

believe City of 

Onkaparinga should take 

some responsibility for 

responding to climate 

change

would like more support 

and information about 

how to prepare and 

respond to climate 

change

don’t know what City of 
Onkaparinga is doing

expect to be impacted 

in the future

believe they have 

already experienced 

the effects of 

climate change

are personally willing 

to take action on 

climate change

say they have 
already taken 
action
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Our community told us they want us to take action on climate change 

but many don’t know what we’re doing. 

So, here’s a snapshot of some of our work strengthening the region so 

that we can remain vibrant, productive and resilient…

City of Onkaparinga
Climate Change Action

I think
climate change is one
of the most important

issues our local, national
and global community is

currently facing...
It is good to see that the 

Onkaparinga council has
it on their agenda.

Survey Respondent
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Resilient South
In 2011, we became founding partners of Resilient South, a regional 

partnership between councils and state government building the 

strength and resilience of southern Adelaide. In 2014, City of 

Onkaparinga was recognised as a national climate champion for our 

work with Resilient South.

www.resilientsouth.com  

Heat Mapping
In 2016, we mapped the heat of our residential areas to identify the 

places most at risk from heat-stress. You can check out how heat-

exposed your home, business or school is by going to the climate 

change page on the City of Onkaparinga website and entering your 

address into the search function of our interactive heat map.
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Tree Canopy Target
One of the best ways to cool urban hot-spots is to add trees, vegetation 

and water.

In 2017, we committed to a 20% increase in canopy cover and 

vegetation by 2045, which means we’ll be planting 100,000 extra trees 

or 5000 per year.

City of Onkaparinga nursery
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Water Sensitive Urban Design
Water sensitive urban design (WSUD) promotes the sustainable use 

of water in urban development. In addition to the many environmental 

and liveability benefits, WSUD is one of the best ways to cool our cities 

by retaining trees and water in the landscape. We work closely with 

developers to ensure WSUD principles are considered in the design of 

new housing developments, whilst also undertaking projects where 

there is an identified need.  

To learn more, check out our website, or visit Water Sensitive SA, 

www.watersensitivesa.com, of which we are a proud partner. 

Byards Road Wetland
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Climate Ready Communities
In partnership with the Red Cross, Climate Ready Communities provides 

training and support to our communities around how to prepare 

for the impacts of climate change. Call or email us if you would like 

training about how to become a Climate Ready Champion or arrange a 

workshop for your workplace or community group. You can also check 

out the Climate Ready Communities Guide on the Red Cross Website.

www.redcross.org.au/climate-ready-communities 

Climate Ready Schools
In partnership with the state 

government’s NRM Education Program, 

Climate Ready Schools uses STEM 

(science, technology, engineering, and 

maths) and Design Thinking to support 

schools and students to identify climate 

change risks and options for adapting. 

Call or email us to register your school’s 

interest in participating. 
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Corporate Emissions Reduction
Since 2009, we have reduced our corporate emissions by 30%!

Green Buildings Program
We have supported clubs and community groups by installing solar 

panels on 24 community buildings. We’re also developing a set of Green 

Building Standards to make sure that all council buildings make the 

most of solar power, energy efficiency, passive solar design, water and 

wastewater.

LED Street Lighting
In 2017, we started transitioning to LED Street Lighting. By the end of 

2018, 16,000 lights will have been switched, annually saving $630,000 

and 2200 tonnes of greenhouse gases.

Woodcroft Community Centre
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Coastal Climate Change Risk 
Management
Since 2007, we have been actively monitoring coastal climate 

change risks including sea-level rise, coastal erosion, storm-surge 

and biodiversity impacts. Detailed 3D mapping allows us to monitor 

vulnerable areas and work with our communities to take timely action. 

Waterproofi ng the South
Drier conditions under climate change means we need to find 

alternative water sources. As part of our Waterproofing the South 

initiative, we provide an affordable fit for purpose alternative to mains 

water by supplying recycled water and stormwater for the irrigation 

of parks and reserves, schools and sports fields as well as meeting 

commercial, agricultural, industrial, construction and municipal 

demands.

Cactus Canyon, Aldinga Beach
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Fleurieu Film Festival
City of Onkaparinga has partnered with the Fleurieu 

Film Festival on the 2019 theme: Climate Change 

- Hot Topic/Cool Films. Film makers will be given 

access to City of Onkaparinga’s climate change data, 

including 3D coastal mapping that can be used to 

generate animations. 

www.fleurieufilmfestival.com.au

Climate Change
Contemporary Artists Residency
In 2018 and 2019, two Sauerbier House Contemporary Artists in 

Residence have the opportunity to respond creatively to climate change 

within the City of Onkaparinga. Artists are given access to council’s 

climate change data and supported to actively engage with council staff 

and the community during their residency to generate a resolved body of 

new work to be exhibited at the conclusion of their tenure. 

For more information and to sign up to our Arts newsletter, 

visit www.onkaparingacity.com/arts

Sauerbier House, Port Noarlunga
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Cities Power Partnership
In 2017, City of Onkaparinga became the first South Australian council 

to join the Climate Council’s Cities Power Partnership – a network of 

Australian councils committed to tackling climate change. Represented 

by Tim Flannery, the partnership aims to highlight the work that 

councils are doing to reduce their emissions, switch to cleaner energy 

and build greener, efficient and more resilient communities. 

www.climatecouncil.org.au 

Climate Change Response Fund
In 2008, we established a dedicated fund that has helped to pay for 

many of the innovative climate change initiatives described in this 

booklet.  This is a sector-learning mechanism that ensures we invest in 

the future of our community.
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Strategic Planning for Climate Change
We take our climate change response seriously. Since 2005, we have 

undertaken a number of scientifically informed climate change impact 

assessments and developed a range of plans and policies to help guide 

and prioritise council’s climate change activities. Check out the climate 

change section of our website to learn more.

Emergency Management
Extreme events such as bushfires, storms, heatwaves and flooding are 

all increasing in frequency, duration and intensity under climate change. 

We work closely with State Government agencies, councils and the Red 

Cross to prevent, manage and respond to emergencies in our region. 
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Sustainable Onkaparinga
Workshops and Events 
Environmental education and engagement with our community 

is a crucial part of what we do and value at council. As part of our 

commitment to being a Sustainable Onkaparinga, we deliver a wide 

range of environmental initiatives relevant to climate change, such 

as workshops on energy efficiency and planting to cool your home, 

a website packed with tips on how you can save money on your 

energy bills and reduce your environmental impact, and a quarterly 

e-newsletter to keep you up to date on projects and opportunities to 

get involved.  

For more information and to sign up to our newsletter,

visit www.onkaparingacity.com/sustainableonkaparinga
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Communities getting climate ready
It can be easy to feel overwhelmed by climate change. 

But there’s lots you can do.

In fact, many of the things you already do to save money, improve 

safety and enhance comfort are also having a positive climate impact.

Here are some of the climate ready actions our survey respondents told 

us they’re doing…

• I have utilised solar-passive design principles in my home (47%)

• I have changed my gardening practices (e.g. growing food/

planting times) (56%)

• I have installed a rainwater tank (63%)

• I have installed insulation, blinds and awnings (86%)

• I have planted trees and green space around my home (84%)

• I have prepared a bushfire response plan (39%)

• I have prepared a heatwave response plan (26%)

• I have reduced my gas and electricity use (79%)

• Where possible, I buy products that are locally made (81%)





Contact

Phone +61 8 8384 0666

Fax +61 8 8382 8744

Email mail@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au  

Postal PO Box 1, Noarlunga Centre SA 5168

Website www.onkaparingacity.com 

www.resilientsouth.com
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